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• What is SNOMED CT?

• What is SNOMED the standard?

• What is the SNOMED Standards
Development Organisation [SDO]?

• Why do it?

• What is the current position?



The Systematized Nomenclature of Medicine
Clinical Terms

• A Clinical Healthcare Terminology

– Comprehensive, scientifically-validated content

– Essential for electronic health records

– Cross-maps to other international standards

– Already used in several countries



• Size

–415,000 health care concepts

–1,085,000 descriptions

–1,465,000 semantic relationships

• English, German and Spanish language editions

• 10 Cross mappings (ICD-9 &10, OPCS 4.2 etc.)

• Strong cooperation with HL7

• 18 hierarchies



• An international effort to produce and
enhance a global clinical terminology
standard

• An organization supporting that effort

• A set of products and services produced by
that organization

• Set of principles that guide decision making



• FROM

– Proprietary [CAP]
owned

– Single enterprise

– USA placed

– License based

– Not for profit

• Business Model

• TO

– Publicly owned

– Globally and locally
responsive

– Internationally placed

– ‘Fair share’
subscription based

– Not for profit

• Business Model



• Terminology use benefits the entire healthcare
system

– Save as much as 5% of total healthcare costs*

– Up to €84 Billion per year in US

* Source - Walker J et al., Market Watch 2005:19th January;10-18

Costs



SNOMED CT should become the
Global Clinical Terminology

• Validated Product

• Leading Global Terminology

• Ready for Local Implementation

• Large amounts already invested in SNOMED CT



High cost and delays to develop alternatives

• Estimated cost to create an alternative:

– €21 to €46 million to develop a terminology

– €7 to €8 million per year to maintain and support

– End-user costs increase as software vendors must
support two competing terminology standards

• Development would take up to five years,
delaying national EHR adoption



• Costs are minimal compared to the millions to
implement an Electronic Patient Record system

• Fees are affordable and costs are shared among
members according to their ability to pay

• Fees will reduce as additional members join

• HIT investment risks are significantly reduced

• Protect your Healthcare IT investment now

Commercial Benefits



Nation Health Econ. Health IT SSDO Fees

• UK €118Bn* €4.7Bn† €0.76m

• US €1,426Bn‡ €40Bn‡ €4.6m

* UK NHS budget
† 4% is NHS target spend – source: Wanless Report
‡ Annals of Health Care (US)

SSDO fees will be 0.012% to 0.017% of Health IT



SpainNetherlandsGermany

South AfricaNamibiaFrance

United States *SingaporeMalaysiaFinland

United Kingdom *Saudi ArabiaJapanEstonia
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• Software vendors are actively developing
SNOMED CT-enabled applications
– Currently, more than 30 vendors have deployed

SNOMED CT-enabled software systems to end-users

– More than 50 others are actively working to implement
SNOMED CT in new or legacy systems

– At least 20 of those 50 are expected to deploy their
systems to end users within the next 12 months

• Overall, 53% of vendors report that they are using
SNOMED CT in their products



Veterinary MedicineHospital Mgt Systems

Tissue AnnotationElectronic Prescriptions

RadiologyElectronic Health Records

Publication IndicesDisease Surveillance

Pharmaceutical DatabasesDecision Support

Nursing SystemsClinical Trials

Medical ResearchClinical Guidelines

Laboratory Info SystemsCancer Registries



Wellmed/WebMDMisysGE Healthcare

Visual ReadMicrotestEvaWare

TheradocMedical Info EngineeringEpic Systems

Soft Comp ConsultantsMcKesson Info Solns UKEgton Medical Systems

Singapore Comp SystemsMcKessonDictaphone

Siemens MedicalLanguage & ComputingCSW Group

SeeteciSoftCerner

RxworksIn Practice SystemsAtlas Development

PicisHealthySoftApelon

Oracle CorporationHealth LanguageAllscripts

mTuitiveGenelogicA-Life Medical



• Potential Charter Membership of 7 countries with
another 2 making decisions shortly

• Ongoing discussions between this group and CAP

• Ongoing discussions within Europe

• Major discussion at WHO Executive in early 2007

• Determination to set up the SDO



• SNOMED CT will facilitate the sharing of electronic
patient records to provide clinical support across all
care settings.

• SNOMED CT is part of the EHR solution.

• SNOMED CT will enhance patient safety and bring
higher efficiency in patient care and academic research.
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SNOMED Clinical Terms®
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Contact us:

SNOMED International
325 Waukegan Road

Northfield, IL 60093-2750
Phone: 800-323-4040 ext. 7700

E-mail: john.vanbeek@inter.nl.net

Web site: www.snomed.org


